
Year 4 Home Learning – Project 10 
Here are some useful links and support materials to help you complete your home learning. We 
hope that you enjoy your learning and please remember to show off some of the things you 

have done by sending it to Y4ManorParents@manorprimary.com  
 
Online Classroom for Maths and English 
We would once again like you to use the fantastic Oak National Academy Online Classroom to 
complete your Maths and English learning each day.  
The following link takes you to the Year 4 specific area.  
https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/year-4/  
 
Alternatively, you could access learning from BBC bitesize from: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons  
 
History - Life in the Shang Dynasty 
This week we are going to explore the people of the Shang Dynasty in more detail, thinking 
about what everyday life was like for the different groups of people and they differed 
depending on your level of importance. 
Read through the following sources to support you in your learning this week. 
 
What was it like for people living in the Shang Dynasty? 
The Shang Dynasty became thriving and successful, increasing in wealth and power over a 
few hundred years. People learned how to make bronze and this period was part of what 
historians call China’s ‘Bronze Age’. Bronze production helped the people of the Shang Dynasty 
increase their wealth and it provided the army with powerful weapons that they could use to 
conquer enemies and expand the Shang territory. 
People would also build dirt roads to connect the cities and would trade in bronze and other 
high quality goods like jade. They also used tiny shells called cowrie shells as a form of 
currency. Rich people, like the famous Lady Fu Hao, would be buried with a tomb filled with 
treasures ready to take on to the afterlife. 
The Shang people believed in a high god called Shangdi, who ruled over the nature gods like 
the gods of the sun, moon and rivers. They also worshipped their ancestors, believing that their 
dead relatives could intercede to Shangdi on their behalf and directly influence what happened 
in their daily lives. People would hold special festivals to honour their ancestors and would 
make sacrifices of food, wine, animals and even humans. 
 
Step 1 - Social Hierarchy.  
The people of the Shang lived in a social hierarchy, meaning that life was not the same for 
all of the people. This structure can be broken down into 6 categories: The King and ruling 
family, The Government officials, warriors and priests, The Craftsmen, The Merchants, The 
Peasant Farmers and The Slaves.  

mailto:Y4ManorParents@manorprimary.com
https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/year-4/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons


Look at the Step 1 diagram, included on the second page of your project sheet and then 
answer the questions based on your inferences. 
 
Step 2 - Daily Life  
Using the information sheets that can be downloaded from this week’s home learning folder 
research what daily life was like for each social group in order to write a short information 
text. 
Think about What was life like for each group? What conditions did each group of people live 
in? What did each group have to do each day? Where did each group live? What did they 
wear?  
What was it Like to Live in the Shang Dynasty? 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z39j2hv/articles/zqtn6yc 
What Jobs did the Shang People do?  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z39j2hv/articles/zx8dcj6 
Who did the Shang People Pray to? 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z39j2hv/articles/zc6h2nb 
 
Step 3 - Becoming Shang.  
Write (in role as a person who lived during the Shang dynasty) a letter to a friend all about 
what it is like to live under Shang rule. Can you do this for a person from each social group? 
 
Step 4 - Compare Life with Today  
Life under the Shang rule was very different, depending on the social group you were from. 
How is this similar and different to life today? Is this same in all parts of the world? 
 
Extra Mathematics 
In the project folder for you this week, you will see that you have been set some additional 
Math’s learning. A lesson has been provided for each day. Each lesson starts with some 
learning reminders and time for some practise before moving on to something a little bit more 
challenging for you. 
 
Monday – To Use Expanded Column Subtraction 
Read the presentation and your Learning Reminders to recap expanded column subtraction, 
when using pairs of 3-digit numbers. Practise subtracting using the activity sheets and explore 
further through the investigation. 
 
Tuesday – To Use Compact Column Subtraction 
Read the Learning Reminders on compact method for subtraction, and compare it alongside the 
expanded method from yesterday. Use the strategy you are most comfortable to complete your 
learning and the investigation. 
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Wednesday – Choose an Efficient Strategy 
Read the Learning Reminders to compare your written column subtraction with the mental 
strategy of counting-up. Remember you may need to make different appropriate choices for 
different numbers.  
 
Thursday – Find the Area of Rectangles. 
Read the PowerPoint presentation and your Learning Reminders to develop your understanding 
on finding the area of rectangles using your times tables facts.  
 
Friday – Find the Area of Rectilinear Shapes. 
Read the Learning Reminders, thinking how to split rectilinear shapes into rectangles as a way 
to find their area. Use this strategy to find the area in your learning, then the problem 
solving and reasoning questions to check understanding. 
 
Extra English 
We are really excited for our first Virtual lesson, on Tuesday, using Microsoft Teams. In this 
lesson you will be set a creative writing outcome to complete over the rest of this week. 
 

More English Support 
Along with the above you also have some resources to support: 
 
Reading - each day you can listen to a free audio story from The World of David Walliams 
https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/elevenses/  
 
Reading Comprehension – You will find an additional non-fiction reading comprehension text 
in this week’s home learning pack.  
 
Spellings -  Correct the spellings and then complete the crossword using the Statutory Spellings 
for Year 4. 
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